GI Toll in Vietnam 

At 14-MonthLow 4 

From News Dispatches 



SAIGON, Oct. 24^The U.S. 
Command said Thursday 100 
American soldiers were killed 
in comhat in Vietnam last 
week, the lowest num.ber in 
14 months. 

South Vietnamese battle 
deaths last week were 132, the 
lowest total in 12 months. 
Enemy deaths were put at 
1243, the lowest in 13 months. 

For the last four weekly 
reporting periods, allied and 
enemy casualties have moved 
downward. In that same peri- 
od, there has been a drop in 
enemy-initiated action — a 
trend some diplomatic observ- 
ers have interpreted ^ as an 
enemy lull possibly connected 
with some forward movement 
in the Paris peace talks be- 
tween the United States and 
North Vietnam. 

Meanwhile, the South Viet- 
namese government, in what 
it described as a “tolerant and 
humanitarian gesture,” said 
Thursday it will shortly re- 
lease 140 prisoners of war, 
the largest such amnesty since 
the war began. On Monday, 
the United States released 14 
North Vietnamese seamen — 
the only North Vietnamese 
POWs it held — in a “good- 
will gesture” that it hoped 
would (bring the release of 



more American pilots held by 
Hanoi. 

In another prisoner release, 
Hanoi Eadio said today in a 
broadcast heard here that the 
National Liberation Front “re- 
cently" released 11 South 
Vietnamese soldiers in Binh- 
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“pledged never to serve the 
U.S. puippets again.” 

In none of their prisoner re- 
leases did North Vietnam or 
the allies draw a direct con- 
nection with the Paris talks. 

It is in the context of ru- 
mors of an imminent negoti- 
ating breakthrough that the 
downward trend in casualties 
has been watched as possible 
evidence of enemy de-escala- 
tion, which the United States 
is demanding before it halts 
all bombing of North Vietnam. 

[In Washington, President 
Johnson, asked at his news 
conference if the falloff in al- 
lied casualties represented an 
enemy lull, said: “I am hesi- 
tant, from this distant point, 
to use this much overworked 
word ‘lull,’ when 1500 people 
give their lives in one week. 
In some places, it is not a 
lull.”] 

U.S. military sources in Sai- 
gon do not see any connection 
No Lull Seen 

between the slowdown in the 
fighting and possible progress 
in the Paris talks. As one 
briefer put it, “It is our opin- 
lion that the enemy is regroup- 
|ing, resupplying and refitting 
I as it was following the Tet and 
'May (Communist) offensives.” 
j Peter Braestrup of The 
(Washington Post reported 
from Saigon that military 
sources, noting revived enemy 
activity south of Danang and 
continued strong enemy pres- 
ence in the border provinces 
north of Saigon, are more 
convinced now than they 
I were a week ago that the 
enemy retrenchment is a re- 
jsult of his periodic need to 
resupply and regroup. 

Braestrup said U.S. forces 
are, still finding Vietcong and 
I North Vietnamese battlefield 
dociunents which talk of of- 
fensive operations next 
month. 

All the while, Braestrup re- 
ported, U.S. forces are con- 
ducting unabated patrols, 
sweeps and aerial reconnais- 
sance. Despite the speculation 
over a peace breakthrough, he 
said, there has been no letup 
in normal U.S.-South Viet- 
namese efforts to find and 
engage the enemy. 

In such an effort, U.S. Ma- 
rines and South Vietnamese in- 
fantry entered the eastern half; 
cf the Demilitariz,ed Zone; 
V/ ednesday and killed II 2 ' 
North Vietnamese. The allied-! 
initiated fighting was the heav-!; 
iest in the DMZ in six weeks. jl 
U.S. Marines continued theiri: 
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Allied troops clashed with North Vietnamese at three 
points in the southern half of the Demilitarized Zone. 



probes in the central sector of 
the buffer zone. 

The 100 U.S. battle deaths of 
last week were the lowest 
since the week of Aug. 5-12, 
1S67, when 81 Americans were 
killed. 

In August, 1967, the war was 
also in one of its periodic slow- 
downs, although U.S. military 
sources said later that the 
enemy used that period to pre- 
pare for the winter offensive 
that was launched on Jan. 30. 

The number of U.S. soldiers 
wounded last week— 587— was 
the lowest since the week of 
Dec. 24-30, when 437 were 
wounded. 

The South Vietnamese death 
toll of last week — 132 — was 
the lowest since the week end- 
ing Oct. 21, 1967, when 81 
died. 

The enemy death toll last 
week — 1243 — ^was the lowest 
since Sept. 24-30 last year. 
Last week’s figure is subject 
to the usual upward revision 



as more reports come in. 

I The total number of Ameri- 
jcans killed in action in Viet- 
nam since Jan. 1, 1961, now 
stands at 28,925. Total Ameri- 
can wounded for the war is 
181,418, and another 1205 
Americans are listed as miss- 
ing or captured. 

The total number of Com- 
munists killed in Vietnam is 
407,813, the U.S. Command re- 
ported. 

In other developments, the 
U.S. Command announced that 
four U.S. planes and three 
helicopters were shot down by 
enemy gunfire Tuesday and 
Wednesday. Five crewmen 
were killed and five wounded. 
Six of the craft were shot 
down in South Vietnam and 
one helicopter was lost in the 
allied probe in the DMZ. 

In U.S. air action over North 
Vietnam Wednesday, 128 mis- 
sions were flown as pilots cap- 
italized on a break in monsoon 
weather. 



Following are allied and Communist casualties for the 
last two weeks: 

DEAD WOUNDED 
Oct. 19 Oct. 12 Oct. 19 Oct. 12 

United States 100 177 587 1278 

S. Vietnamese 132 176 624 690 

Communist’* 1243 1527# — i 

*U.S. Command’s figures. #Revised upward. — ^Noit com- 
piled. 





